HOLY ROSARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
Diocese of St. Augustine
“Serving Jacksonville’s Northside since 1921"
4731 Norwood Avenue, Jacksonville, Florida 32206

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
As followers of Jesus, we at Holy Rosary Parish, seek to be a living community with respect for different persons and
personalities. Attuned to the will of God by example of faith, worship, and prayer, we will work together toward the common goal of a loving, sharing, forgiving
community that would, in itself, draw the interest of others into our Church community!

HOLY ROSARY PARISH
Fr. Bernardine Eikhuemelo, Pastor

GUARDIAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Sr. Dianne Rumschlag, SND, Head of School

Claudia Pratt, Business Manager

Sr. Cynthia Shaffer SND, Principal

Sr. Victora Will, Pastoral Associate
Web site: www.holyrosaryjax.org
Parish Office & Church...........(904) 764-3241

email: holyrosaryjax@comcast.net

Sisters’ Convent...........(904) 764-9032

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday...........10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Sunday
8:30 AM, 10:30 AM

Saturday Vigil
5:00 PM

School Office............(904) 765-6522
SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
Monday- Friday........8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Weekday Mass
Friday 9:00 AM

Holy Days
6:30 PM

Adoration of the Eucharist
Mondays TBA

Reconciliation
Saturday 4:15 pm
Sunday 7:45 am

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020

“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
May it be done to me according to your word.”

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Year of St. Joseph II
PATRIS CORDE OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS… continued
Now, one hundred and fifty years after his proclamation as Patron of the Catholic Church by Blessed Pius IX (8 December 1870),
I would like to share some personal reflections on this extraordinary figure, so close to our own human experience. For, as
Jesus says, “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Mt 12:34). My desire to do so increased during these months
of pandemic, when we experienced, amid the crisis, how “our lives are woven together and sustained by ordinary people, people
often overlooked. People who do not appear in newspaper and magazine headlines, or on the latest television show, yet in these
very days are surely shaping the decisive events of our history. Doctors, nurses, storekeepers and supermarket workers,
cleaning personnel, caregivers, transport workers, men and women working to provide essential services and public safety,
volunteers, priests, men and women religious, and so very many others. They understood that no one is saved alone… How
many people daily exercise patience and offer hope, taking care to spread not panic, but shared responsibility. How many
fathers, mothers, grandparents and teachers are showing our children, in small everyday ways, how to accept and deal with a
crisis by adjusting their routines, looking ahead and encouraging the practice of prayer. How many are praying, making
sacrifices and interceding for the good of all”. Each of us can discover in Joseph – the man who goes unnoticed, a daily,
discreet and hidden presence – an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble. Saint Joseph reminds us that those
who appear hidden or in the shadows can play an incomparable role in the history of salvation. A word of recognition and of
gratitude is due to them all.
1. A beloved father
The greatness of Saint Joseph is that he was the spouse of Mary and the father of Jesus. In this way, he placed himself, in the
words of Saint John Chrysostom, “at the service of the entire plan of salvation”.
Saint Paul VI pointed out that Joseph concretely expressed his fatherhood “by making his life a sacrificial service to the mystery
of the incarnation and its redemptive purpose. He employed his legal authority over the Holy Family to devote
himself completely to them in his life and work. He turned his human vocation to domestic love into a superhuman oblation of
himself, his heart and all his abilities, a love placed at the service of the Messiah who was growing to maturity in his home”.
Thanks to his role in salvation history, Saint Joseph has always been venerated as a father by the Christian people. This is
shown by the countless churches dedicated to him worldwide, the numerous religious Institutes, Confraternities and ecclesial
groups inspired by his spirituality and bearing his name, and the many traditional expressions of piety in his honour.
Innumerable holy men and women were passionately devoted to him. Among them was Teresa of Avila, who chose him as her
advocate and intercessor, had frequent recourse to him and received whatever graces she asked of him. Encouraged by her own
experience, Teresa persuaded others to cultivate devotion to Joseph. Every prayer book contains prayers to Saint Joseph.
Special prayers are offered to him each Wednesday and especially during the month of March, which is traditionally dedicated to
him.
Popular trust in Saint Joseph is seen in the expression “Go to Joseph”, which evokes the famine in Egypt, when the Egyptians
begged Pharaoh for bread. He in turn replied: “Go to Joseph; what he says to you, do” (Gen 41:55). Pharaoh was referring to
Joseph the son of Jacob, who was sold into slavery because of the jealousy of his brothers (cf. Gen 37:11-28) and who –
according to the biblical account – subsequently became viceroy of Egypt (cf. Gen 41:41-44).
As a descendant of David (cf. Mt 1:16-20), from whose stock Jesus was to spring according to the promise made to David by the
prophet Nathan (cf. 2 Sam 7), and as the spouse of Mary of Nazareth, Saint Joseph stands at the crossroads between the Old
and New Testaments. To be continued…

Have a blessed week everyone!
Fr. Bernardine

Mass Intentions for December 19th & 20th
5:00 pm-+Fr. Denis O’Regan
8:30 am-+Fr. Denis O’Regan
10:30 am-Parishioners of Holy Rosary, St. Pius V & Crucifixion
Vincent Rettini, Kay Speiser Millo, Bayon Joyner, Kimber Pratt, & Michele Stairs
Carolyn Occulto, Carmela Rettini , Christine Robinson, Joseph Desir Michael Reineck, Aletha Moore ,
Alan Aguilar, Ollie Harrison, Jose Luis Morales, Betty Corsen, Kathy Dalton, & Roxanne Hermiller

Week of December 13, 2020
Offertory: $2,218.00

Penance Service
Tuesday, Dec. 22nd @ 6:30 pm.

The office will be closed Thursday and Friday

Christmas Eve
Thursday, Dec. 24th @ 7:00 pm.

December 24—25 in observance of Christmas.

Christmas Day
Friday, Dec. 25th @ 9:00 am.

Peace, Joy and Love from

Have a Happy & Safe Holiday!
Claudia & Sr. Victora.

Christmas Day-Spanish Mass
Friday Dec. 25th @ 5:00 pm.
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Vigil mass—Thursday, Dec. 31st @ 6:30 pm
New Year’s Day—Friday, Jan 1st @ 9:00 am

I
think
that we
shall always
see, God’s
gifts upon our
Christmas tree;
You cannot touch
them with your hand,
Yet they are there at
your command. ****
There’s joy and faith and
hope renewed, There’s
laughter for a happy mood,
There’s gratitude for each new
day; A time to think, A time
to pray. **** The Christ
idea with holy light, shines
clear to make your pathway bright.
These things are yours if you can see
God’s gifts
upon
your
Christmas tree.

For those who are interested in how to contact
Sr. Darlene, here is her address:
Sr. Darlene Siebeneck
5900 Davis Road
Whitehouse, OH 43571

December Birthdays
Mekayla Lewis—3rd
Tyler McConnell
Andrew Rumschlag
William Jack Wilson
Lee Gutteridge
Joel Ater

Gwen Yates—13th
Ava Gardner—23rd
Christine Robinson—30th

Jesus Christ—25th!

NEWS & EVENTS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE
The Diocese of Saint Augustine treats all allegations of sexual misconduct seriously and deals with all allegations in a prompt, confidential

and thorough manner. To Report Abuse, call: Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator (904) 262-3200, ext. 129, or the
Department of Children and Families at 1-800-96-Abuse (800) 962-2873.
La Diócesis de San Agustín le da seria consideración a toda acusación de mala conducta sexual y dispone de todos dichos casos de
manera pronta, completa y confidencial. Para reportar tal abuso, llame a: Coordinador Diocesano de Auxilio a Victimas
(904) 262-3200, ext. 129 o Departamento de Niños y Familias del Estado de la Florida 1- (800) 962-2873.

The persevering love shown in prayer allows us to open ourselves to three enlightening and life-giving facts of
faith about prayer. It helps us understand that it is always possible to pray, prayer is a vital necessity, and prayer
and Christian life are inseparable. In order to pray without ceasing, we must unite our prayer to good works in
union with the Holy Spirit. (CCC #2742-2745)
El amor perseverante demostrado en la oración nos permite abrirnos a tres evidencias de fe sobre la oración,
luminosas y vivificantes. Nos ayuda a entender que orar es siempre possible, que la oración es una necesidad
vital y que la oración y la vida Cristiana son inseparables. Para poder orar constantemente, debemos unir nuestra
oración a las buenas obras en unión con el Espíritu Santo. (CCC #2742-2745)

In Bethlehem, God gave to us
The source of Christmas joy;
A star shown on a miracle:
The virgin birth of a boy.
He was born both God and man,
A Savior for us all,
The way to get to our heavenly home,
If we just heed His call.
So as we shop and spend and wrap
And enjoy the Christmas season,
Let's keep in mind the sacred truth:
Jesus is the reason.

